
Beyond classroom borders: 
rethinking disciplinary literacy in 
an out-of-school writing context
Out-of-school writing environments can be 
supportive for students who struggle with writing 
in an English Language Arts (ELA) classroom

ELA teachers can harness such out-of-school settings to create more 
authentic writing opportunities that promote disciplinary learning

How were the youth in an after-school poetry 
team engaged in authentic writing as members 
of a community of practice?

A qualitative case study of an after-school spoken-word poetry team
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Viewing writing as a discipline can help 
explain this disconnect
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